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The Study of Gay Men's YouTubers' Strategies

Against Internal Discrimination

CHEN, JUN-Y1”

Abstract

Same-sex marriage in Taiwan became legal on 24 May 2019. This is
unprecedented in the Asia region, and it is of great historical significance. Although
same-sex marriages are legalized, many issues remain imminent. The homosexuality
group, especially the gay group, always has the problem of hierarchy division and
internal discrimination. On the one hand, homosexuals are discriminated against
because they do not conform to traditional social norms. On the other hand, affected
by social value norms such as the heterosexual framework, gays classify themselves
within the group according to factors such as age, figure, and personal temperament.
In interactions such as real-life communication and online dating, they even
discriminate against people with characteristics such as obesity and femininity.

In the heterosexual hegemonic world, it is often difficult for gay groups as
sexual minorities to get recognition. Internet celebrities, such as YouTubers,
shoulder social responsibilities. If they can help vulnerable sexual minorities with
their social influence, the gender equality could be improved even more.

If the sexual minorities reproduce the concepts and hierarchy of the traditional
heterosexual system within their groups, it is like wearing the pants knitted by
conservative ideas. It is meaningless to blindly pursue the "perfect™” personal image
and intimate relationship model constructed by the patriarchal system. Internal
discrimination of minorities violates the Queer spirit which rejecting dichotomy,
advocating pluralism, and pursuing equality. Views of intimacy and family have been
important factors influencing homosexual gender identity. The purpose of this study
is to understand what the problem of internal discrimination among gay communities
in the views of YouTubers and what new media strategies they use to challenge

" PhD student, College of Journalism and Communications, Shih Hsin University, Taipei. No. 1, Ln. 17,
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existing rules and break internal discrimination. It is expected that the society will
be more tolerant and respectful. The research looks forward to discovering problems
and contradictions to promote equality and respect.

This research is based on Intersectionality theory which was coined by black
feminist scholar Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw in 1989. Discrimination caused by
various factors such as financial status, body size, appearance, age, are not
necessarily cumulative, but interact in complex ways. Intersexuality is a theoretical
framework that explains how a person's racial, sexual orientation, and other identities
can be combined to form a unique pattern of discrimination.

The interviewees targeted in this study were those who published more than 3
videos using social networking platforms such as YouTube every month for more
than three consecutive months. In addition, there are several requirements for
respondents. Firstly, there should be at least one video with the expected major
audience of gay men uploaded monthly for three consecutive months. Secondly,
there should be more than three videos Involved gay relationships. Thirdly, there
should be 2 videos whose main audience is expected to be gay men, with more than
5,000 views. Using a semi-structured interview method, this study interviewed
several YouTubers to find out what strategies they used in their fight against internal
discrimination. This study uses a rhetorical criticism approach to analyze the views
of YouTubers. Using the symbolic convergence theory and fantasy theme analysis
proposed by Ernest Bormann, this study analyzes the fantasy themes, summarizes
the fantasy types, and interprets how the rhetorical vision is constructed.

Keywords: Intersectionality, Gay, Intimate Relationship, YouTuber, New
Media Strategy
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