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Analysis of Health News in Taiwan under Pandemic:

Observation of Binge-Watching Trend

Hui-Hsien Chiu”

Abstract

In the modern society, media has become the main source of health news, and the
exploration of how media forms the general public's awareness and attitude is the
subject worthy of studying. Based on risk communication, media does not only
communicate the risk messages, but defines and constructs the risk, making the general
public aware of it.

According to research, 96% of Taiwanese aged between 15-49 watch media
content via OTT, with 78% of them watching every day. While on holidays, the
average viewing hours per person is 4.7 hours. With the outbreak of Covid-19 in 2020,
people spend more time at home, attributing to more media watching. This changed
pattern contributes to new health related issues.

Based on the cross-area trend incorporating digitalization and humanities, this
research adopts big data analysis, touching on the health or health care-related news
deriving from binge-watching in the past year to explore how the media presents such
issues. Besides, it looks at how this phenomenon is researched in the realm of mass
communication to conduct the collective surveys.
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