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The course is designed as an introduction to the study of political science.
The course is divided into four main sections. The first will focus on the bases
of politics, namely, politics as a science; classic and modern theories; nations,
states, and governments; democracy, totalitarianism and authoritarianism.
The second section will deal with political attitudes. It will offer an overview of
the main approaches and findings of studies of both political culture (political
socialization) and public opinion. In the third part of the course, the emphasis

will be placed on the political communication and the media; interest groups,
political parties and party systems; elections. Last but not the least, the
course will discuss institution issues as following: legislatures; executives;
civil-military relations. In-class midterm and final exams are designed to test
the student’s understanding of the required readings and concepts discussed




in class. Plus, recognizing the importance of introducing some basic ideas

concerning research methods and paper writing skills early in the

undergraduate ‘s career, the instructor will ask all the students to submit a

case study of the interactions between an individual interest group and

political process. In doing so, a gradually refined research design (on the

biweekly basis) and an in-depth interviewing under the instructor's guidance
ill be required.
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