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Aluba and ‘high’ culture: adolescent male peer culture in play,

Herng-Dar Bih and Haitao Huang

Aluba is a campus activity popular among adolescent males in Taiwan in
which four boys lift up another boy by his arms and legs and make a show of
pushing or rubbing his genitals against a pole-shaped object. The ‘alubaee’,
nearly always a willing participant, is expected to put up a show of resistance
for the satisfaction of all involved. It is a type of play for males that promotes
closeness as well as competition. This study combines interviews,photographs
and video materials with experiential descriptions to describe the aluba
process, and analyses the fluidity of participant roles, the subtleties of the
interaction among males, and the specific meaning of ‘high’ culture of
adolescent males as reflected in the process of aluba.
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